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KINGUSSIE COMMUNITY NEWS

Welcome to the first issue of Kingussie Community News, a quarterly newsletter designed to
keep you up to date with what's going on in your community. A great deal has happened in the
last year, not least, an almost complete change in the makeup of your Community Council. The
Highland Council are currently undertaking a review of all Community Councils, culminating
in elections in April 2011. The Highland Council will bear the full cost of these elections, which
is why we decided to hold our election in 2011 rather than this year. We meet at 7pm on the
first Tuesday of every month at Talla nan Ròs, King Street, or alternatively, you can find out
more by contacting our Secretary Val Emmett on 07510 256978.
What have we achieved in the last year?
More than you might think!

Ÿ Litter Bins. The High Street litter bins were re-painted and the Badenoch & Strathspey
crests picked out in gold by one of your Councillors, when the Highland Council said that
they couldn't run to that! If they haven't already been done by the time you get to read this,
the rest of the bins in town will be painted and decorated shortly.

Ÿ Lamp Standards. Scotland TranServe were contacted and asked to include Lamp post
painting in their 2010/11 budget. It is anticipated that all of the High Street lamp posts will
be painted over the summer.

Ÿ Boundaries. As part of the Highland Council's on-going review of Community Councils,
boundaries are being re-assessed. Believe it or not, Kingussie's boundaries as they stood
actually showed parts of Kingussie belonging to Newtonmore, which obviously needed to be
corrected. Kingussie's Secretary Val Emmett co-ordinated talks between all of the
Community Councils from Dalwhinnie up to Kincraig, and produced a boundary map which
everyone was happy with. The map can be viewed on the Highland Council's website at:
http://www.highland.gov.uk . We are sure that you will be relieved to know that Kingussie
Golf course is no longer shown as belonging to Newtonmore!
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Ÿ Alcohol Bye-law. We know that the possible adoption of this bye-law was of great
concern to many of you, and that the previous Community Council held a consultation
meeting regarding this. Since then, further facts have come to light requiring further
consideration. Having taken advice from the Highland Council's Solicitor, we held an
Extra General Meeting to reconsider what we knew and decided that at present, it is not
in Kingussie's interests to adopt this bye-law which is very rigid. Any advantages it may
have created were outweighed by its disadvantages. It may help you to know that in 2009,
out of 13 Communities, only 4 were in favour of adopting this bye-law. There is nothing to
stop us from revising our decision at a later date, should it be felt necessary.

Ÿ New Town Gateway Signs. These have been negotiated with Scotland TranServe and
Transport Scotland. Replacements for the tatty worn out brown and cream signs
positioned at each end of the town will be a similar shade of green to the litter bins and
lamp posts, feature Gaelic wording and display a coloured version of the old Town Seal although officially we can't call it a seal because that would make it “Heraldic” and we'd
have to pay the Lord Lyons Office down in Edinburgh £1,500 of your money for the
privilege! Grants from the Highland Council's Discretionary Fund and the Cairngorms
National Park Authority will cover the cost of the signs and associated planting displays.
The balance will help towards enhancing the floral displays along the High Street. Ken
Tait from the “Trading Post” very kindly volunteered to source and supply plants and
hanging baskets, and also water and maintain them – meaning that there won't be repeat
of last year where some of the hanging baskets weren't watered, and ended up as
horrible dead displays on the High Street. We are sure you will agree that Ken has done a
wonderful job in brightening up Kingussie. If you would like to sponsor the baskets or
planters (and have your name on them!) the cost is £30 per basket and £75 for a planter.
See Ken for further details.

Ÿ Our Community A Way forward. This was a project run by Voluntary Action Badenoch
and Strathspey, to enable your Community Council to identify what is most important to
you. After a household questionnaire, and a consultation afternoon at Talla nan Ròs last
year, your eight highest priority concerns were identified as:
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1.

The Court House – a wish to see it brought back into use in some way. We have been
in discussion with the Highland Council who have allocated £2 million from their
Capital Programme to it. We don't know exactly how the money will be used yet, but
hopefully it means that this elegant building can be brought back to life again –
although regrettably, not as a Court House.

2.

Support to businesses/provision of units for small businesses. In the
questionnaire, 24 of you responded by saying that if there was suitable
accommodation in Kingussie, you would like to start up a business. We are looking at
ways to try and achieve this.

3.

Kingussie Folk Museum Site, Duke Street: Am Fasgadh and MacRobert House.
You said that you would like to see this brought into community ownership and
used by the community in some way. We know that this is very important, as many
of you have a great affection for what used to be the site of the Highland Folk
Museum. We have loads of ideas as to how the buildings and their surrounding
grounds could be used to benefit the whole of Kingussie, but would love to hear
your ideas and suggestions too. We have registered an interest in the property with
the Highland Council but given how things are at present, we may well find
ourselves having to make a bid for Am Fasgadh sooner than we think. When that
time comes, we will be in desperate need of the community's support and
involvement.

4.

Allotments. Quite a large number of you expressed a wish for Kingussie to have its
own allotments – part of the garden grounds at Am Fasgadh would be the perfect
spot! We've contacted the Highland Council and asked them to add this to their list
of suggested sites, which is currently under compilation. As there is now a legal
obligation to provide allotments where requested, Kingussie will get them
eventually.

5.

St Vincent's Hospital, local care homes and care for the elderly. All sorts of
concerns were raised regarding these issues, from funding to size and accessibility.
We are keeping a close eye on what is happening at both St Vincent's and the Wade
Centre and to this end, invited NHS Highland Manager Mr Nigel Small to our April
2010 Community Council Meeting. Here we were able to discuss our concerns with
him, and the large number of you who took the trouble to come to the meeting were
able to speak to him afterwards.

6.

Transport. You wanted improved public transport – more frequent, more
integrated and more affordable for young people. We're not quite sure what we can
do to help with this, but are open to suggestions.

7.

Housing Development. You wanted a development which would be well supported
by an appropriate local infrastructure. We still do not know how exactly how many
houses to expect when the new development is built, but construction cannot
commence until Kingussie has a new Water Treatment Works. This is still at the
planning stage, and we have been talking to Scottish Water to ensure that Kingussie
does not suffer from the same problems as Newtonmore and Grantown- on- Spey,
who are having a terrible time with the foul odours generated by their respective
new Water Treatment Works. We are confident that both you and your Community
Council will be kept fully consulted regarding the progress of this development.

8.

Police Presence. You said that you would like to see an increased police presence
on the High Street at weekends. Owing to the number of officers currently available,
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this is unlikely to happen unless Kingussie begins to experience significant
problems. It goes without saying that you should ring the Police without hesitation
if you feel that their presence is justified.
We are trying our very best to address as many of these issues as possible on your behalf
but as you can see, we have a very large mountain to climb before we can start to achieve
them, and we can't do it alone – we'll need your help at some stage. There are bound to be
things that we've forgotten to include here, but do tell us what else you think should be
included in future newsletters and how we can improve them.
And finally... the rogue's gallery on this page will help you to identify your Community
Councillors:

Chairman & Planning

Alan Davidson

Vice Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer & Projects

Gwynneth Wright

Val Emmett

Joe Taylor

Projects

Planning

Mairi Brown

Ailsa Schofield

Martin Stone

We want to hear your ideas!! Get in touch by either telephoning your Community Council
Secretary Val Emmett on 07510 256978 or emailing her at calypsoart@btinternet.com
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please email the Editor,
Ailsa Schofield at: panda@croila.plus.com
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